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LIERARY CLOSINGS | LIBRARY HOURS

JULY 4TH - ALL DAY MONDAY-THURSDAY
9AM-8PM

FRIDAY-SATURDAY
9AM-5PM

SUNDAY - CLOSED

School’s nearly out, the tempera-
tures are up, and the library is ready to
welcome you to our annual Summer
Reading program! This summer we in-
vite readers of all ages to ‘level up’ their
summer with us by attending one of our
fabulous events, using our rich collection
of resources, and relaxing in our stunning
library building.

This year’s theme is ‘Level Up’ and

IS A we’ve taken a video game spin on things
PUBLIC LIBRARY with our pixel art, designed by our very
own Joseph Burgus. Our summer calen-

dar is jam-packed with events for all ages,
and thanks to generous funding from lo-
cal businesses and the Friends of the Bur-
lington Public Library, all events are FREE!

For the second year in a row, we

are partnering with the Parks & Rec and
Forestry departments to encourage read-

Summep Qea;d]lb 2025 ers to exchange their weekly reading

credit towards the planting of a tree, with
UNE 9 — AUGUST 2 the goal of ‘unlocking’ 50 new trees to
plant in our parks. Summer at the library
helps us to connect with one another, to
explore the world around us, and to imag-
ine the futures before us. Grab a friend

and make some new ones with us as we
‘level up’ summertime in Burlington!

See you at the library,
Brittany Jacobs
Library Director




JUNE EVENTS

ALL AGES PROGRAMS

SUMMER READING
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

Join us for another awesome summer hosted by
the Burlington Public Library. This year’s theme
is Level Up! Highlighting games of all kinds. Our
Read to Grow Initiative will also be entering its
second year! Read, Play Games, Grow Trees with
us this summer! Visit our website to find out more
about our Read to Grow Initiative and register for
Summer Reading!

SUMMER READING KICK OFF
PARTY W/ SHELTERED REALITY
Friday, June 6 || 5:30 PM

Summer is here, and it’s time to bring a wave
of positivity to our community! This year, we’re
inviting everyone to join us at the Crapo Park
Bandshell for an inspiring event as we kick off
the library summer program. So, grab your
lawn chairs and get ready for an unforgettable
experience! Sheltered Reality’s Rhythm in Color
Program, known for their unique blend of rhythm,
percussion, and motivational speaking, Sheltered
Reality offers a dynamic program designed to
inspire individuals of all ages.

CHESS CLUB
Saturdays, June 7 & 21|/ 9 AM-12 PM

Interested in learning chess or brushing up on
your skills? Join us for this drop-in chess club in
the Create Space. No registration required; all
skill levels welcome.

BREAKFAST CLUB
Thursdays, June 12,19 & 26 || 9 AM-11 AM

Join us for Thursday morning Breakfast Club in the
Create Space. Thanks to the generous donations
of a local bakery and Fareway grocery stores,
we are providing free breakfast and a simple
activity for community members. No registration
necessary, all are welcome.

FRIDAY FLICKS
Fridays June 13, 20 & 27 || 2:00 PM

Join us at the library to watch a movie together!
Light snacks will be provided. Feel free to bring
blankets, pillows, snacks and cozy up for Friday
Flicks!

BOBA AND BEADING

Mondays, June 16, 23 & 30 || 6-7:30 PM

Join us for a drop-in evening of creating your
own boba tea concoction and making friendship
bracelets! Open to all ages and no registration is
necessary!

INFLATABLE OBSTACLE COURSE
Tuesday, June 17 || 2-7 PM

Embark on an exhilarating adventure at Crapo
Park as you put your ninja skills to the test!
Join us for a day of fun and excitement on our
giant inflatable obstacle course. Whether you’re
a seasoned ninja or just starting your training,
this event promises a thrilling experience for
everyone. We don’t want to leave out the little
ninjas, so we have an age appropriate course for
them. No Registration required all are welcome.

CARS & COASTERS
AND KITCHEN SCIENCE!
Tuesday, June 24 || 5:30-7:30 PM

Experiment with the scientific principles of
gravity, momentum and motion through the
excitement of toy cars and 24 feet of Blu Track
racing strips. Imaginarium staff will set up a
variety of simple and complex rollercoaster
configurations complete with hills and loops for
children of all ages to send cars flying through
the air or racing to the finish line. Grout Museum
will also have Kitchen Science as you participate
in experiments using materials found in everyday
life. Concepts: fire, air pressure, acids/bases and
chemical reactions.

ROOTS TO WINGS

Saturday, June 28 || 10-11:30 AM

Join us at The Homestead 1839; 701 W Agency in
West Burlington. Roots to Wings is an interactive
all-ages journey through gardens and pollinator
habitats, exploring the essential role bees,
butterflies and other pollinators in our food
system. Guided by experts, participants will
discover how flowers transform into fruits, taste
fresh garden harvests, and learn how to support
pollinators in their own backyard.



CHILDREN" 3 PROGRAMS

H20 YEAH!
Wednesdays, June 11,18 & 25 || 10 AM-11 AM

H20 Yeah! is an open ended water play program
for children. Exploration with water encourages
communication and social skills, balance,
coordination, creativity, and learning. No
registration required!

BRICKMASTERS
Fridays, June 13, 20 & 27 || 10 AM-11 AM

Brickmasters offers an open ended lego building
experience for children ages 5 and up. No
registration required!

STORY FRIENDS
Saturdays June 14, and 28 || 10 AM

Join us for Story Friends, where we will meet
community members who share their passion and
careers with stories and an activity!

WIGGLE TIME
Tuesdays June 17 & 24th || 10 AM

Wiggle Time is a music and movement program
for children ages 2-4 with their caregiver.
Children and grownups will sing, dance, and read
together as we continue to work on establishing
the 5 building blocks of early literacy: read, write,
sing, talk, and play!

TWEEN PROGRAMS

TWEEN BUBBLE ART
Wednesday, June 11| 3:30-4:30 PM

Blow bubbles, make art! Join us to create these
unique masterpieces using technicolor bubbles,
and have a popping great time! Registration
is required, please visit our online calendar to
register.

BASIC SNARE DRUM
Thursdays, June 12, 19 & 26 || 4:30-5 PM

Join us for some rhythm and fun! Learn the basics
of playing the snare drum in this 3 session course.
You will walk away knowing how to properly
hold the stick and strike the drum, plus a few
basic rudiments to get you started! This class is
intended for 10-14 year olds. Check out our adult
class too! Registration is highly recommended,
please visit our online calendar to register.

TEEN PROGRAMS

TEEN VOLUNTEER TRAINING
Thursday, June 5 || 6-7 PM

Volunteering in the summer for the Burlington
Public Library is a fun way to earn service hours
for school, build job experience and get a behind
the scenes snapshot of library services. Volunteers
need to be at least 14 years old and complete the
Burlington Public Library Volunteer Form found
on the library website, as well as register for
training. If you are a current volunteer, contact
the library for the summer schedule link.

3D PRINTING CLASS
Thursday, June 12 || 2-4 PM

Learn how to use the library’s 3D printers on
Thursday June 12, 2-4pm. We recommend that
you create an account at Tinkercad, review the
tutorials found in the Resources: Learning Center
before the class, and know your login information
so you are ready to design and send a print to
our printers. This class has a limited class size.
Registration is required.

NETWORK NIRVANA MINECRAFT

Thursdays, June 19 || 2-4 PM

Hang out at the library playing Minecraft with
Network Nirvana. Players will have to work
together to discover the origins of the evil plan
and foil it before their spell consumes all of
Nirvana! Bonus: Enjoy access to the Nirvana
worlds all month. See BPL’s website for details.

ESCAPE ROOM DESIGN
Thursday, June 26 || 2-4 PM

Imagine you are walking around Crapo Park. You
can see it, right? The bandshell, the fountain, the
playground? Now, what if you had to use your
imagination to create really fun escape rooms
based on Crapo Park that is a mix of table top
role-play with puzzles to solve. Everything is
done on paper and your incredible mind built it.
In this workshop, you will experience one of these
rooms, design your own and play it with others!

DEMOCRACY IN DIALOGUE:
TEEN MURAL PROJECT

Kick Off Event: Monday, June 9 || 2-4 PM
Mondays, June 16, 23 & 30 || 2-4 PM

In partnership with the Smithsonian kids and teens
ages 10-18 have an exciting opportunity to make
history atthe Burlington Public Library by planning
and installing our first indoor mural! Through
weekly meetings in June, and with a virtual cohort
of teens in Springfield, IL participants will explore
what everyday democracy looks like and help tell
our Burlington story through a permanent mural
that will be featured in the library’s Teen Space.
No registration necessary. All are welcome. Please
see our website for more information.




ADULT PROGRAMS

FIRST FRIDAY: IOWA SCENIC VIEWS
BY FOOT
Friday, June 6 || 10 AM

When you think of lowa, what are things that
come to mind? Did you know that lowa has 99
counties, and 101 courthouses? Tyler Sullivan has
been to 96 out of the 99 counties, and has been
to 1,273 cities across the state. He also runs at
least a mile in all these communities and to make
it more memorable, he forms a poem for each
of the counties he visits. Last year he traveled
to over 150 museums across the state. This year
he challenges himself to visit 250 museums and
attractions across the state. Come and listen to
his adventures he has experienced across lowa.

THAT’S YESTERDAY'’S NEWS
Saturday, June 7 || 10 AM

Join local historian, Terry Abrisz, for some
refreshments and Burlington history. Terry uses
the local newspaper to share the story of the
community with a different topic each month.
This month Terry presents “Thy Kingdom Come-
A Look at Burlington’s Churches” No registration
required; all are welcome.

BEGINNER SNARE DRUM
Thursdays, June 12, 19, 26 || 5-6 PM

Join us for some rhythm and fun! Learn the basics
of playing the snare drum in this 3 session course.
You will walk away knowing how to properly hold
the stick and strike the drum, plus a few basic
rudiments to get you started! Check out our youth
class too! Registration is highly recommended,
please visit our online calendar to register.

SILENT BOOK CLUB
Friday, June 20 || 6 PM-8 PM

Friends and strangers alike are welcome to gather
for our silent book club! After closing, library
space will be available to spread out (or gather
together if you prefer) and share in your love of
reading. After an hour of reading, you can choose
to socialize and share what you’re reading (or
not!) and enjoy mocktails and light appetizers in
the Create Space.

BEYOND THE BOOK CLUB
Thursday, June 19 || 12-1 PM

Joinustoread anew book each month from unique
authors. Books for each month are available at
the Welcome Desk at the front of the library for
check out. Check our website for future titles!

MYSTERY BOOK CLUB
Tuesday, June 24 || 12-1PM

Solve the mystery of what to read next by joining
the Mystery Book Club! This club meets once a
month to investigate a new mystery book. Books
for each month are available at the Welcome Desk
at the front of the library for check out. Check our
website for future titles!

We are excited to announce our
acceptance to the Summer 2025
Democracy in Dialogue

Virtual Exchange Program !
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Open to Kids and Teens ages
10-18. Kick-off event on
Monday, June 9th 2-4PM. See
our website for more info.




JULY EVENTS

ALL AGES PROGRAMS

CHESS CLUB
Saturdays, July 5 & 19 || 9 AM-12 PM

Interested in learning chess or brushing up on
your skills? Join us for this drop-in chess club in
the Create Space. No registration required; all
skill levels welcome.

BREAKFAST CLUB
Thursdays, July 10, 17, 24 & 31 || 9 AM-11 AM

Join us for Thursday morning Breakfast Club in the
Create Space. Thanks to the generous donations
of a local bakery and Fareway grocery stores,
we are providing free breakfast and a simple
activity for community members. No registration
necessary, all are welcome.

BLUE HEELER PARTY!
Saturday, July 12 || 10 AM-1PM

Your favorite blue heeler is hosting a party with
the library! Come join us at Westland Mall Center
Court for stories with Bluey and play some of your
favorite games, like keepy uppy and dance party!
No registration is required.

VACATION THRVU TIME:
THE OREGON TRAIL

Friday, July 18 || 1-5 PM
Saturday, July 19 || 9-5 PM
Monday, July 21| 12-6 PM

This month join the Vacation Thru Time crew as
we travel west on the Oregon Trail. Learn about
westward travel and those who braved the
journey while attempting to make it to the end
of the Oregon Trail yourself, without dying of
dysentery!

ROOTS TO WINGS

Saturday, July 26 || 10-11:30 AM

Join us at The Homestead 1839; 701 W Agency in
West Burlington. Roots to Wings is an interactive
all-ages journey through gardens and pollinator
habitats, exploring the essential role bees,
butterflies and other pollinators in our food
system. Guided by experts, participants will
discover how flowers transform into fruits, taste
fresh garden harvests, and learn how to support
pollinators in their own backyard.

DEALT HAND BOARD GAMES

Saturday, July 26 || 12-4 PM

Games are great, but they can be expensive, tough
to learn, and finding the right people to play with
and places to play in can be difficult. Dealt Hand
makes it easy to play, by bringing a large selection
of games that we’re ready to teach. The Dealt
Hand also thinks about accessibility - our games
are modified for color blindness, we bring tablets
with digital copies of rules to have larger text/
back lit rules available, We have card holders,
dice cups, trays for parts and so on to make sure
that if you need something to be able to play, it's
just there - no need to ask.

CHILOREN"S PROGRAMS

BABYGARDEN

Wednesdays July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 || 5:30-6:00 PM
Thursdays July 3, 10, 17, 24, 31| 10-11 AM

Babygarten is an early literacy program for
children ages 0-23 months with a caregiver. Each
week in this 6 week session we will be learning new
sign language, sharing caregiver tips, and sharing
songs, rhymes and a book. Registration required;
please visit our online calendar to register.

ARCTIC AND ANTARCTIC
ADVENTURES

Tuesday July 8 || 11 AM-12 PM

Join Miss Tammy from the Art Center to explore
Artic (and Antarctic) animals. We will be doing
some hands on exploration and sharing some fun
stories and activities. No registration required!

H20 YEAH!
Wednesdays, July 9, 16, 23 & 30 || 10 AM-11 AM

H20 Yeah! is an open ended water play program
for children. Exploration with water encourages
communication and social skills, balance,
coordination, creativity, and learning. No
registration required!

BRICKMASTERS
Fridays, July 11, 25 & August 1| 10 AM-11 AM

Brickmasters offers an open ended lego building
experience for children ages 5 and up. No
registration required!




WIGGLE TIME
Tuesdays July 15 & 22 || 10 AM

Wiggle Time is a music and movement program
for children ages 2-4 with their caregiver.
Children and grownups will sing, dance, and read
together as we continue to work on establishing
the 5 building blocks of early literacy: read, write,
sing, talk, and play!

TWEEN PROGRAMS

TWEEN STRAW WEAVING
Wednesday, July 9 || 3:30-4:30 PM

Learn the fine art of straw weaving! Weave your
way to a stylish, handcrafted bookmark to use
in your favorite book. Registration is required,
please visit our online calendar to register.

BASIC SNARE DRUM
Thursdays, July 10, 24 & 31 || 4:30-5 PM

Join us for some rhythm and fun! Learn the basics
of playing the snare drum in this 3 session course.
You will walk away knowing how to properly
hold the stick and strike the drum, plus a few
basic rudiments to get you started! This class is
intended for 10-14 year olds. Check out our adult
class too! Registration is highly recommended,
please visit our online calendar to register.

TWEEN GAME ON!
Wednesday, July 23 || 3:30-4:30 PM

Did you know you could be a game designer?!
Using common household items anyone can design
a fun and exciting board game of their own. Join
us for this adventure in gaming and create your
own game for your next game night! Registration
required, visit our online calendar to register.

TWEEN TRIVIA FUN!
Wednesday, July 30 || 3:30-4:15 PM

Test your knowledge, compete and win!!! Work
together to win the ultimate Ilibrary trivia
challenge. Registration required, please visit our
online calendar to register.

TEEN PROGRAMS

TICOS ICE CREAM TACOS

Thursday, July 3 || 2-4 PM

Ice Cream + Waffles + TICOS = TICOS Ice Cream
Tacos! TICOS is a Junior Optimist Club that
doubles as our Teen Advisory Club. It is open
to all students in 6-12th grades who want to
volunteer for the library and in the community. It
meets monthly on the first Thursday of the month
and usually has a second event/project sometime
in the month.

NETWORK NIRVANA MINECRAFT

Thursday, July 10 || 2-4 PM

Hang out at the library playing Minecraft with
Network Nirvana. Players will have to work
together to discover the origins of the evil plan
and foil it before their spell consumes all of
Nirvana! Bonus: Enjoy access to the Nirvana
worlds all month. See BPL’s website for details.

ROBOT RODEO

Thursday, July 17 || 2-4 PM

Saddle up for the Robot Rodeo! Decorate a Finch
Robot and run it through a maze, compete in the
barrel racing and go head to head in the “calf
roping” competitions all done with our robots!

DEALT HAND’S D&D SCHOOL OF
ADVENTURE

Friday, July 25 || 2-5 PM

Dealt Hand’s DM, Joe, will host a workshop to
teach kids how to play D&D and also give them
the full campaign experience. This is designed for
ages 10-17 who would like to play D&D. Please
register on our online calendar.

TURING TUMBLE: MARBLE
POWERED COMPUTERS
Thursday, July 31| 2-4 PM

Turing Tumbles are Marble Powered computers.
Think Marble Run meets Plinko board with Manga
style stories and puzzles to solve. It’s really fun,
interactive and you can work together to figure
out the patterns. See how many missions you can
master!

DEMOCRACY IN DIALOGUE:
TEEN MURAL PROJECT
Mondays, July 7, 14, 21 & 28 || 2-4 PM

In partnership with the Smithsonian kids and teens
ages 10-18 have an exciting opportunity to make
history atthe Burlington Public Library by planning
and installing our first indoor mural! Through
weekly meetings in June, and with a virtual cohort
of teens in Springfield, IL participants will explore
what everyday democracy looks like and help tell
our Burlington story through a permanent mural
that will be featured in the library’s Teen Space.
No registration necessary. All are welcome. Please
see our website for more information.



ADULT PROGRAMS

THAT’S YESTERDAY'’S NEWS
Saturday, July 5 || 10 AM

Join local historian, Terry Abrisz, for some
refreshments and Burlington history. Terry uses
the local newspaper to share the story of the
community with a different topic each month.
This month Terry presents “And Lead Us Not Into
Temptation - A look at vice in Burlington over the
years” No registration required; all are welcome.

BEGINNER SNARE DRUM
Thursdays, July 10, 24 & 31| 5-6 PM

Join us for some rhythm and fun! Learn the basics
of playing the snare drum in this 3 session course.
You will walk away knowing how to properly hold
the stick and strike the drum, plus a few basic
rudiments to get you started! Check out our youth
class too! Registration is highly recommended,
please visit our online calendar to register.

FIRST FRIDAY: LIFE ON THE
CALIFORNIA TRAIL

Friday, July 11|| 10 AM

Bicycling the Route of the Donner-Reed Party-
1000 Miles from Fort Bridger, WY to Sacramento,
CA -Follow the ill-fated Donner-Reed Party of
Springfield, lllinois on its way to California in
1846-47. Leave the Oregon Trail at Fort Bridger,
Wyoming, take the Hastings Cutoff across Utah
to the Humboldt River in Nevada, the main line of
the California Trail across Nevada to the Truckee
Meadows (how Reno), and the Truckee River
Route to the Alder Creek and Donner Lake camps.
Settle in for the long, grim winter in the Sierra
Nevada Mountains. Finally, follow the rescued
survivors on the last stage of their journey up
and over Donner Pass Summit to Sutter’s Fort in
Sacramento.

SILENT BOOK CLUB
Friday, July 11| 6 PM-8 PM

Friends and strangers alike are welcome to gather
for our silent book club! After closing, library
space will be available to spread out (or gather
together if you prefer) and share in your love of
reading. After an hour of reading, you can choose
to socialize and share what you’re reading (or
not!) and enjoy mocktails and light appetizers in
the Create Space.

BEYOND THE BOOK CLUB
Thursday, July 17 || 12-1PM

Joinustoread anew book each month from unique
authors. Books for each month are available at
the Welcome Desk at the front of the library for
check out. Check our website for future titles!

MYSTERY BOOK CLUB
Tuesday, July 29 || 12-1 PM

Solve the mystery of what to read next by
joining the Mystery Book Club! This club meets
once a month to investigate a new mystery
book. Books for each month are available at
the Welcome Desk at the front of the library
for check out. Check our website for future
titles!

FRIENDS

OF THE
BURLINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

FRIENDS NEWS

The Friends of the Burlington Public Library have
some fun and different sales coming up in June
and July.

On June 12 and 13 from 9-5 we will be sell-
ing used Children’s Books in the Lobby. This is a
great time to pick up some inexpensive books for
your little ones to read for summer reading. Paper
covers will be 25¢ and hard cover will be 50¢. The
sale is open to the public both days so come in
and browse!

On July 19, our Friends Group will be par-
ticipating in the Vintage Market in downtown Bur-
lington. We have done this for the past several
years, and it has been fun and rewarding. We take
several boxes of vintage books to the sale and
also have a larger selection of vintage books in
the Library. If you are interested in older books,
come on down!

And, last but not least, on July 25, 26, and
28 we are going to have a Bonus Book Sale! This
will be set up just like our May-September-Janu-
ary sales. Friends only can shop on Friday, July
25 from 9-5 (memberships will be available at the
door). The Public can shop on Saturday, July 26
from 9-5. And Monday, July 28 will be Clearance
Day, with everything that fits in one bag for $1,
and multiple bag purchases are encouraged! If
you wish to help with set-up, which involves the
putting out of shelves, arranging of tables, and
bringing up of boxes, that will be on Wednesday,
July 23. Putting out the books will occur on Thurs-
day, July 24. There will be a sign-up sheet in Foot-
notes for your convenience.

We hope to see you at as many of these activities
as possible!

Cindy Murphy

Book Distribution Chair
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