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Burlington is in full bloom, our
summer migratory birds are starting to
arrive, and the library is ready to host a
fabulous 2024 Summer Reading Program!
Our theme this year is Read, Renew, Re-
peat and we’re encouraging people from
all walks of life to take advantage of our
incredible collection to grow your mind,
renew your spirit, and connect with new
people and ideas. This year our summer
program is open to people of all ages, and
includes an exciting new element - Read
to Grow. By registering and checking in
weekly to confirm your reading partici-
pants will be able to exchange their read-
ing credit towards unlocking a new tree to
plant in our community.

In partnership with the City’s For-
estry Department, we have a lofty goal
of reading to ‘unlock’ and plant 50 new
trees this summer! As a Tree City USA
and a newly minted Tree City World, this
initiative turns everyone into a philan-
thropist and allows us all the opportunity
to give back to our community now, and
years down the road when folks sit under
the shade of trees that we plant this sum-
mer. Join us to grow your mind, grow our
urban canopy, and to connect, learn and
imagine together.

Happy Summer & Happy Reading!
Brittany Jacobs
Library Director




JUNE EVENTS

ALL AGES PROGRAMS

TEDDY BEAR PICNIC

Sunday, June 2 || 6 PM with Storytime @ 7 PM

Join us at the BandShell in Crapo Park with
Burlington Municipal band and ADDS for the
annual Teddy Bear Picnic! Come enjoy Kkids
activities, the “teddy bear hospital”, a musical
storytime, and watch the band perform at 7:30!

FOAM PARTY

Monday, June 3rd || 6-8 PM & Special Glow
Foam 9-10 PM

Join us at Crapo Park across from the red curly
slide for a fun evening with Absolute Science’s
giant foam cannon! From 6-8pm, the cannon
will blast huge mounds of foam to play in. From
9-10pm we switch to glow foam. It’s a fun, messy
way to kick off a great summer! No registration
necessary; all are welcome.

JURASSIC BURLINGTON
Tuesday, June11||1PM & 5PM

Dinosaurs are invading Burlington! Join us in
Crapo Park near the large shelter to meet some
“real” dinosaurs up close, then explore the story
walk, and check out activities to continue learning
about these prehistoric pals! The dinosaurs will
be available for a “meat and greet” show at 1-2pm
and a second show at 5-6pm. No registration
required, and all are welcome.

MEGA LEVITATOR
Monday, June 24th || 1 PM

This show is a marvelous display of what magnets
and conductors can do with energy. You will be
amazed at how this show seems to defy logic, as
if it was made with magic. A book floating, clear
liquid turning black on a time delay, fire on ice,
how can it be? This show has sound, lights, and
even explosions. Join us at The Capitol Theater
for this show.

CHESS CLUB
Saturdays, June1& 151/ 9 AM - 12 PM

Interested in learning chess or brushing up on
your skills? Join us for this drop-in chess club in
the Create Space. No registration required; all
skill levels welcome.

DROP-IN TECH HELP
Tuesdays, June 4, 11, 18, 25 || 3-4 PM

Bring in your iPad, Kindle, Chromebook,
smartphone and more to the Burlington Public
Library for technology help. We can assist you
in setting it up and even show you some great
library resources that you can use on your digital
device. No registration necessary.

MENTAL HEALTH MONDAYS
Mondays, June 10,17 & 24 || 6-7 PM

Join us for an evening of taking care of you! We
will be doing therapeutic art projects, gentle yoga
stretches, and learning more about mindfulness
and meditation.

FRIDAY SHOWDOWN
Fridays, June 7,14, 21& 28 || 1PM

Join us every Friday afternoon for Friday
Showdown! A series of family movies to end your
week or kick off your weekend. Bring snacks for
your family and enjoy a film together. See library
calendar for the current showing that week.

CHILDREN 3 PROGRAMS

STORY TIME
Tuesday, June 18 || 10 AM

Join us for an all ages Family Storytime to share
stories, songs, and rhymes. No registration
required during the summer months.

WIGGLE TIME
Tuesday, June 25 || 10 AM

Wiggle Time is a music and movement program
for children ages 2-4 with their caregiver.
Children and grownups will sing, dance, and read
together as we continue to work on establishing
the 5 building blocks of early literacy: read,
write, sing, talk, and play! No registration is
required during the summer months.




ADVENTURES WITH GREEN IOWA
AMERICORPS
June 3, 10, 17, and 24 || 1:30 PM

Green lowa AmeriCorps is partnering with the
Burlington Public Library to host events talking
about prairie in a kid friendly environment. We
will be using these four dates to have in depth
conversations about what a prairie is, why the
prairie is important to lowa, and using hands-
on activities to further show off just how much
the prairie does to help our environment. These
events will be held in the afternoon on Mondays.
Registration is recommended, please visit our
online calendar or call to register.

BRICK MASTERS
Fridays, June 7, 14, 21 & 28 || 10 AM

Brickmasters is bringing a whole new meaning to
LEGO building! Brickmasters offers a unique and
creative LEGO building experience for kids in K+.
Come join us and explore your inner creativity. No
registration is required.

H20 YEAH
Wednesdays, June 12,19 & 26 || 10-11:30 AM

Come explore water at the library. Open-ended
play with water and various materials helps kids
develop balance, coordination, communication
and social skills, and encourage exploration
and learning. No registration required, all are
welcome!

BABYGARTEN

Wednesdays, June 19 || 5:30-6 PM
Thursdays, June 20 || 10-10:30 AM
Thursdays, June 20 || 11-11:30 AM

Babygarten is an early literacy program for
children ages 0-23 months with a caregiver. Each
week we will be learning new sign language,
sharing caregiver tips, singing songs, and reading
a book. Registration is not required.

BABY SENSORY

Wednesdays, June 26 || 5:30 PM
Thursdays, June 27 || 10 AM
Thursdays, June 27 || 11 AM

Join us for a story and a fun sensory activity at the
library! Sensory play with babies helps develop
your child’s five senses while also promoting
motor skills and laying the building blocks for
further cognitive development. Best for ages
0-24 months. Registration is required; please
visit our online calendar to register.

TWEEN PROGRAMS

LET’S GROW
Wednesday, June 12 || 2 PM

Join us to make an upcycled bottle planter and
leave with a plant to get you started. This is a
perfect way to start your summer off right. Let’s
get growing! Registration required, please call or
go to our online calendar to register

TEEN PROGRAMS

3D PRINTER TRAINING
Thursday, June 6 || 1-3 PM

Want to learn to use the library’s 3D printers? This
is your class. We will explore the software needed
to print, and do a simple print that afternoon.
Once you have taken this class, you can sign up
for a time to use the printers. This class is for 8th
grade & up. Registration required, please visit our
online calendar or call to register.

TIKTOK RAMEN
Thursday, June 13 || 6-7 PM

We are copying the viral TikTok Ramen recipe to
take a simple food and make it awesome! This
class is for 6-12th grade and class size is limited.
Registration required, please visit our online
calendar or call to register.

COLABORATORY:
GREEN IOWA AMERICORPS

Thursday, June 27 || 1-3 PM

Green lowa AmeriCorps will be partnering with
the Burlington Public Library to host a tween/
teen event where we will be talking about the
importance of recycling, the five trash gyres in
our oceans (sometimes called trash islands due to
size), and making mini terrariums with recycled
materials to show that anything has a chance to
be reused and made into something beautiful.
No registration is required.

NETWORK NIRVANA MINECRAFT
Thursdays, June 13 & July 11| 1-3 PM

NirvanaOnline is an innovative new way to play
Minecraft in the form of an MMORPG. With our
pre-built game worlds and servers, we offer
players the chance to experience game worlds
they won’t find anywhere else. From the world’s
largest underwater city to creepy carnivals and
from single player Strikes to epic 12-player Vaults,
the NirvanaOnline Suite has a little something for
every gamer. Des Moines county students will
have access all month and have the ability to play
from home using Java format. Ask for details.

No registration is required.




HERO QUEST!
Thursday, June 20th || 1PM

Join us for a Hero’s Quest for fans of Rick Riordan'’s
Percy Jackson books. This is part tabletop role
playing mixed with escape room style puzzles. See
if you can find and return Zeus’s stolen property
and save Mount Olympus from going to war.

No registration is required. Grade 6+

ADULT PROGRAMS

THAT’S YESTERDAYS NEWS: HEAD
FOR THE HILLS

Saturday, June 1]/ 10 AM

Join local historian, Terry Abrisz, for some coffee,
rolls and Burlington history. Terry uses the local
newspaper to share the story of the community
with a different topic each month. This month
we’ll explore the neighborhoods in the Hills
of Burlington including North Hill, South Hill,
and Prospect. No registration required; all are
welcome.

FIRST FRIDAY: BET THE FARM:
THE DOLLARS AND SENSE OF
GROWING FOOD IN AMERICA

Friday, June 7 || 10 AM

Beth Hoffman, and her husband, left San
Francisco to move to his family farm in lowa..
all for the dream of becoming a farmer, to put
into practice everything she had learned over
decades of reporting on food and agriculture.
Between climate uncertainty and the high cost of
equipment, farming today is a risky business. Bet
the Farm is a first-hand account of the perils of
farming today and a personal exploration of more
just and sustainable ways of producing food.

MYSTERY BOOK CLUB
Tuesday, June 25 || 12-1 PM

Mystery Book Club will meet on Tuesday, June
25th at 12 pm in the Create Space. Following
our theme of “mysteries” our June selection is
a mystery!! Check with Kathy at the library for
more details :)

THE GREAT OUTDOORS
Saturdays, June 15, July 27, and August 3 || 2 PM

Join us for a series of master classes and events
that will help you enjoy the Great Outdoors.
June 15th Learn BBQ from Bo. July 27th Join us
at Starrs Cave, in partnership with Des Moines
County Conservation, for an Outdoor Survival
course. Learn how to build a fire, create shelter,
and much more! Finally channel your inner athlete
and come to our Disk Golf Day at Dankwardt Park,
August 3rd. Get a score card, play, and win prizes!
Check our online calendar for more details on
each event.

LET’S MAKE PIE!
Thursday, June 13 || 2 PM

Join Becky Eutsler to learn her tips and tricks
for a perfect pie. The best part, each participant
will leave with a pie to bake. Becky has taught
pie classes at Kirkwood Community college,
along with teaching classes with many other area
organizations. She has also been a judge for the
Louisa County fair. Class size is very limited and
registration is required! Please call or check our
online calendar to register.

WIND DOWN WEDNESDAYS
Wednesdays, June 5, 12,19 & 26 || 5:30 PM

Need time to unwind mid-week? Stop by the
library for Wind Down Wednesdays. Each week
we will have relaxing activities like simple card
games, puzzles, and coloring pages accompanied
by peaceful music and light snacks. Use this time
to check out, unwind, and recharge to finish the
week strong. No registration required, however
this is a program for adults 18 and over.

SUMMER
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JULY EVENTS

ALL AGES PROGRAMS

DROP-IN TECH HELP
Tuesdays, July 2,9, 16,23 & 30 || 3-4 PM

Bring in your iPad, Kindle, Chromebook,
smartphone and more to the Burlington Public
Library for technology help. We can assist you
in setting it up and even show you some great
library resources that you can use on your digital
device. No registration necessary.

FRIDAY SHOWDOWN
Fridays, July 5, 12, 19, 26 & August 2 || 1 PM

Join us every Friday afternoon for Friday
Showdown! A series of family movies to end your
week or kick off your weekend. Bring snacks for
your family and enjoy a film together. See library
calendar for the current showing that week.

CHESS CLUB
Saturdays, July 6 & 20 || 9 AM-12 PM

Interested in learning chess or brushing up on
your skills? Join us for this drop-in chess club in
the Create Space. No registration required; all
skill levels welcome.

MENTAL HEALTH MONDAYS
Mondays, July 15, 22 & 29 || 6-7 PM

Join us for an evening of taking care of you. We
will be doing therapeutic art projects, gentle yoga
stretches, and learning more about mindfulness
and meditation.

INSECT 200
Saturday, July 20th || 10 AM-12 PM

ThelowaState University’sinsect Zoois committed
to helping the community learn more about bugs,
and perhaps even develop a love for these leggy
critters! The Insect Zoo will be bringing a variety
of live insects and preserved insect displays.
The display is hands-on, interactive and fun. The
come and go format allows participants to walk
through, look and ask questions at their own pace.
No registration required, all are welcome!

VACATION THRU TIME:
NATIONAL PARKS

Friday, August 9th 1-5pm
Saturday, August 10th 9am-5pm
Monday, August 12th 12-6pm

Jointhe Vacation Thru Time Teamon a trip through
time as we travel back to witness the creation of
our National Parks. Come enjoy this museum like
experience with interactive exhibits as we learn
about not just the founding of the parks, but the
creation of the spectacular natural formations,
the wildlife, and much more. No registration
required, All are welcome.

CHILDREN"S PROGRAMS

THE BLUE HEELER PARTY
Tuesday, July 9 || 10 AM

Join us at the Burlington Public Library to
celebrate everyone’s favorite Blue Heeler. We will
have stories, crafts, and games from the show like
Keepy-Uppy, and the Magic Asparagus. Of course
we will have Dance Mode. Use your imagination
and explore Bluey’s world! This program is for
children and caregivers. No registration required.

STORY TIME
Tuesday, July 16 || 10 AM

Join us for an all ages Family Storytime to share
stories, songs, and rhymes. No registration
required during the summer months.

WIGGLE TIME
Tuesday, July 23 || 10 AM

Wiggle Time is a music and movement program for
children ages 2-4 with their caregiver. Children
and grownups will sing, dance, and read together
as we continue to work on establishing the 5
building blocks of early literacy: read, write, sing,
talk, and play. No registration is required during
the summer months.

BUBBLE BONANZA
Tuesday, July 30 || 1-3 PM

Join us to explore the magic of all things bubbly.
Bubbles inspire fascination and curiosity, and we
will be doing a variety of bubble activities.

No registration required.




BRICK MASTERS
Fridays, July 5, 12, 19, 26 & August 2 || 10 AM

Brickmasters is bringing a whole new meaning to
LEGO building. Every second and fourth Saturday
morning from 10-11am, Brickmasters is offering a
unique and creative LEGO building experience for
kids in K+. Come join us and explore your inner
creativity! No registration is required.

ADVENTURES WITH GREEN IOWA
AMERICORPS

July 8, 15, 22, & 29 || 1:30 PM

Green lowa AmeriCorps will be partnering with the
Burlington Public Library to host events talking
about water conservation, and pollution in a kid
friendly way. We will be using these four dates to
have in depth conversations about the importance
of water, why polluting the water is a concern,
how we can help prevent water pollution, and will
also have hands-on activities for the kids to be
able to put some of what they learned into reality.

H20 YEAH
Wednesdays, July 10, 17, 24 & 31| 10-11:30 AM

Come explore water at the library. Open-ended
play with water and various materials helps kids
develop balance, coordination, communication
and social skills, and encourage exploration
and learning. No registration required, all are
welcome.

BABYGARTEN

Wednesdays, July 10 & 24 || 5:30-6 PM
Thursdays, July 11 & 25 || 10-10:30 AM
Thursdays, July 11 & 25 || 11-11:30 AM

Babygarten is an early literacy program for
children ages 0-23 months with a caregiver. Each
week we will be learning new sign language,
sharing caregiver tips, and singing songs, and
reading a book. Registration is not required.

BABY SENSORY

Wednesdays, July 17 & 31| 5:30 PM
Thursdays, July 18 & August 1| 10 AM
Thursdays, July 18 & August 1| 11 AM

Join us for a story and a fun sensory activity at the
library. Sensory play with babies helps develop
your child’s five senses while also promoting
motor skills and laying the building blocks for
further cognitive development. Best for ages
0-24 months. Registration is required; please
visit our online calendar to register.

TWEEN PROGRAMS

SILHOUETTE ART
Wednesday, July 10 || 2 PM

Join us in making a unique framed piece of art.
This project will create a black silhouette on book
print to add some mysterious elegance to your
favorite room. Registration is required; please
visit our online calendar to register.

TOTE BAG FUN
Wednesday, July 17 || 1:30 PM

Turn a t-shirt into a tote bag without sewing.
Bring your old t- shirt and learn how to make it
into a tote bag to carry all your stuff. Registration
is required; please visit our online calendar to
register.

DO ART COMIC WORKSHOP
Thursday, July 18 || 1-3 PM

At the Do Art Productions Comic Book tweens
and teens can learn the many different angles
and tools of not only comics but self-expression.
Explore paneling, character, plot, and the
different aspects of creative storytelling. If you
love graphic novels, manga or just doodling, this
workshop is for you.

SUMMER IS FOR THE BIRDS
Wednesday, July 24 || 1:30 PM

Come and learn about our fine feathered friends!
We will make a snack for the birds and learn about
their habitats. Registration is required; please
visit our online calendar to register.

STAR LAB WITH NASA

Thursday, July 25 || 1-3 PM

NASA is joining us today for STAR LAB,
Constellations. We are asking for registrations
for time slots to give more people a chance to
experience the STAR Lab safely. Please let us
know how many in your group and your preferred
time. We will do our best to accommodate you
but may need to adjust slightly that day. Sensory
issues: Star Lab is dark and you need to remove
shoes. This is geared for elementary-middle
school students.

PAPER ROLLER COASTERS
Thursday August 1|| 1-3 PM

Createincredible paperroller coasters using strips
of heavy paper. By folding, cutting, and taping
the paper strips together you can make sturdy
roller coasters that reach the ceiling! Geared for
grades 5-12.




TEEN PROGRAMS

NETWORK NIRVANA MINECRAFT
Thursday, July 11 1| 1-3 PM

NirvanaOnline is an innovative new way to play
Minecraft in the form of an MMORPG. With our
pre-built game worlds and servers, we offer
players the chance to experience game worlds
they won’t find anywhere else. From the world’s
largest underwater city to creepy carnivals and
from single player Strikes to epic 12-player Vaults,
the NirvanaOnline Suite has a little something for
every gamer. Des Moines county students will
have access all month and have the ability to play
from home using Java format. Ask for details.

READY SET SEW SUMMER!
Thursday, July 18 || 6 PM

Ready Set Sew! is a beginner sewing class on
Thursday July 18 from 6-7pm in the Create Space.
You don’t need to know how to sew. If you have
never used a sewing machine before, this is your
class. We cover sewing machine parts, safety,
controlling the machine, and we will make reusable
microwave popcorn bags that night. Class size
is limited and registration is required. Look for
more sessions of Ready Set Sew! in the fall.

TICOS STORYBOOK CHARACTERS

Saturday, July 27 || 11 AM-1PM

Join TICOS at the Des Moines County Fair for
Storybook Characters, a special story time for
kids attending the fair. In conjunction with the
Burlington/West Burlington Optimist Club, dress
in costume or use animal puppets to read a story.
Earn Silver Cord hours for this event. 6th-12th
grades.

ADULT PROGRAMS

THAT’S YESTERDAYS NEWS: ASPEN
GROVE CEMETERY
Saturday, July 6 || 10 AM

Join local historian, Terry Abrisz, for some
coffee, pastries and Burlington history. Terry
uses the local newspaper to share the story of
the community with a different topic each month.
This month we’ll explore Aspen Grove Cemetery.
No registration required; all are welcome.

(NOT THE) FIRST FRIDAY: GREEN
IOWA AMERICORPS
Friday, July 12 || 10 AM

Green lowa AmeriCorps will be partnering with
the Burlington Public Library to host an adult
conversational piece talking about the history and
effects of the traditional lawn on our environment
and little ways everyday people can change their
habits to create a more sustainable lawn while still
looking well kept, or by going completely wild.

MYSTERY BOOK CLUB

Tuesday, July 30th || 12-1 PM

Mystery Book Club will meet on Tuesday July
30th at 12:00 in the Create Space. We will be
reading Thrice the brinded cat hath mew’d by C.
Alan Bradley. Our detective, Flavia de Luce, rides
her trusty bicycle Gladys in this installment of
the Flavia de Luce series. Chosen for its bicycle
connection and our 2nd anniversary of book club
AND because RAGRAI finishes in Burlington this
year. We’re a week later, in case any RAGRAI
participants are also mystery readers & want to
join us ?)

WIND DOWN WEDNESDAYS
Wednesdays, July 3, 10, 17, 24, 31|| 5:30 PM

Need time to unwind mid-week? Stop by the
library for Wind Down Wednesdays. Each week
we will have relaxing activities like simple card
games, puzzles, and coloring pages accompanied
by peaceful music and light snacks. Use this time
to check out, unwind, and recharge to finish the
week strong. No registration required, however
this is a program for adults 18 and over.

THE GREAT OUTDOORS
Saturdays, June 15, July 27, and August 3 || 2 PM

Join us for a series of master classes and events
that will help you enjoy the Great Outdoors. June
15th Learn BBQ from Bo. July 27th Join us at Starrs
Cave, in partnership with Des Moines County
Conservation, for an Outdoor Survival course.
Learn how to build a fire, create shelter, and
much more! Finally channel your inner sportsmen
and come to our Disk Golf Day at Dankwardt Park,
August 3rd. Get a score card, play, and win prizes.
Check our online calendar for more details on
each event.
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