Family History Search Checklist

Name: __________________________________________________


Home Sources

· Baby Books

· Birth Announcements
· Certificates and Awards
· Diaries and Memoirs
· Family Bible Entries
· Funeral Programs or Cards

· Letters and Postcards
· Newspaper Clippings

· Photographs

· Scrapbooks

· Wedding Invitations

· Yearbooks

Common Records 
· Adoption Records
· Biographical Dictionaries
· Burial Permits
· Cemetery Records

· Church Records

· Baptism

· Confirmation

· Marriage

· Death

· Membership Lists

· Meeting Minutes

· In and Out Records

· City Directories/Phone Books
· Criminal or Civil Court Records

· Divorce Records

· Funeral Home Records

· Histories

· County or Township

· Church or School
· Family

· Immigrant Records

· Passenger Lists

· Emigration Lists

· Alien Registrations

· Geographic Resources

· Atlases

· Gazetteers

· Insurance Maps

· Street Maps

· Plat Books

· Military Records

· Pension

· Service 

· Naturalization Records

· Declaration of Intent 

· Petition

· Newspapers

· Birth Notices
· Marriage Notices
· Obituaries

· Necrologies

· Land Sales

· Probate Notices
· Society/Gossip Pages

· Event Articles

· Organization Records

· Fraternal Organizations

· Genealogy Societies

· Hereditary Societies

· Historical Societies 
· Social Club Records

· Orphanage Records 

· Periodicals

· Probate Records

· Wills

· Inventories

· Settlements

· Guardianships

· Property Records

· Abstracts 

· Deeds 

· Mortgage Records

· School Records

· Social Security Records

· Tax Lists

· Tombstone Reading

· Vital Records (Court)

· Birth/Delayed Births
· Marriage

· Death

· Voter Registrations

Federal Census

· 1790

· 1800

· 1810

· 1820

· 1830

· 1840

· 1850

· 1860

· 1870

· 1880

· 1890 (most destroyed by fire)

· 1900

· 1910

· 1920

· 1930

Federal Nonpopulation Census

· Mortality

· Agricultural

· Manufacturers/Industrial
· Veterans

· Slave

· Delinquent, Defective, and Dependent
State and Territorial Census 
(varies by state)

Internet Searches

· Family Search

· Heritage Quest

· RootsWeb

· Ancestry

· GenWeb 
· Others

Other Records

Family Traditions

Interviews With

Correspondence With

Notes

Researcher: ____________________________________________


