July 2014
The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees for the Burlington Public Library
was called to order by President Brandon Kipp, Wednesday, July
16, 2014, at 4:30 p.m. Jerry Parks, Chris Johnson, Sarah Goff, Becky Godfrey,
and Director Rhonda Frevert were present. Also in attendance were Becky
Ruberg, Kathy Gerling, Sara Garland, and West Burlington Liaison Steve
Rippenkroeger. Jennifer Klever-Kirkman, Tara Brooks, Friends’ Liaison Peg Ell,
and Des Moines County Liaison Rob Engler were absent. Notification for this
meeting was sent to KBUR/KGRS, KCPS, KKMI, and WIUM radio stations and
The Hawk Eye, July 11, 2014.
Jerry Parks moved the Board to approve the agenda for this meeting and the
minutes from the last meeting. Second by Sarah Goff; motion approved
unanimously.
Communication, Correspondence, & Public Address
Rhonda Frevert announced that our library was re-accredited with the State for
the next 3 years.
Staff Presentation
Library Assistant Becky Ruberg shared with the Board activities they have been
doing this summer with the teens. Volunteer Issac joined Becky for her
presentation. Some of the activities include: solar oven s’mores, sidewalk
checkers, sidewalk art, and teen iron chef. Becky said she still has 10 more
programs to do before school starts.
The library received a grant from Google+ & Make Magazine for a MakerCamp
site. Becky brought in some of the items received with things ranging from t-shirts
to soldering irons. The grant materials have a value of $1950. On Fridays in July
and August, Becky will coordinate activities like making bongos out of bananas.
The library also received a grant from the American Library Association to have
two interns at the library over the summer. The interns have assisted with events
and projects. They developed “book bundles,” a new service that allows hurried
families to check out a set of books that are already pulled and bundled to go on
a theme, such as trains or pirates.
Expenditures
The Board discussed the budget report. Rhonda mentioned there would be
about $2000 remaining in FY14.
Chris Johnson moved the Board to approve the expenditures. Second by Sarah
Goff; motion approved unanimously.
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Use Statistics
Jerry Parks noticed that adult fiction & non-fiction books and adult videos is down
about 14% from last year. Unsure why the decrease; could be the economy,
hours reduction, or that the library isn’t purchasing as many new items as before
budget cuts.
E-book circulation is up from last year. There was discussion about the expense
of e-books. Rhonda explained that the library is included in the Wilbor e-book
consortium and therefore not as much is spent on e-books. The expense
depends on the publisher.
There was discussion about the digital versions of movies. The library doesn’t
have a good way to use digital versions right now, but may have a means to
have digital versions on devices for checkout in the future.
There was discussion that the door count which is down 18000 from last year.
Library Services Report
Samantha Helmick was awarded a grant to attend the American Library
Association (ALA) Conference in Las Vegas. She was awarded ALA’s New
Members Round Table Member of the Year.
Presidents Report
Brandon Kipp welcomed new board member Becky Godfrey to the Board.
Brandon thanked Rhonda and staff for being under budget while still offering
great service.
The Foundation Board held a meeting earlier this month and approved all
requests from the last Library Board meeting totaling $180,000.
Board Committee & Liaison Reports
Budget Committee
The budget committee recently sent a letter to the city of Middletown outlining the
breakouts for library services. The Committee has not yet heard back from the
city.
West Burlington Liaison
Rhonda mentioned the partnership with IPTV. West Burlington was chosen as
the community next year so IPTV will be working with the West Burlington
schools and our library as part of their ready for school initiative.
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New Business
Committee Appointments
Brandon handed out the Library Board of Trustees Committee List to the Board.
Sarah Goff moved the Board to approve the committee list. Second by Becky
Godfrey; motion approved unanimously.
There was discussion of the reduction in coffee shop hours from 10-2 Monday
through Friday. They will be closed on Saturdays. The building committee
meets with Hope Haven tomorrow to discuss the coffee shop.
There being no further business to come before the Board, Sarah Goff moved
the meeting be adjourned at 5:05 p.m. Second by Chris Johnson; motion
approved unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Rhonda J. Frevert
Library Director

